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GROWING ROSES
PLANTING
Roses require a minimum of six to eight hours of direct
sunlight every day, so choose a sunny spot, preferably one
with slight shade in afternoons.
Although hardy to -40° C, as do all roses, the Canadian
Shield rose will benefit if protected from cold winds by a
hedge. Because they require circulating air, do not plant
roses under trees or near walls.

A TRUE NORTH

ROSE
STO RY PAT C R OC KE R
PHOT O GR A PHY VI NE L A ND R E SE ARCH
A ND I NNOVATI ON C E NTR E

There’s a red and white party about to unfold
across the country this year, and for homeowners,
one surprise guest is a proud Canadian rose.
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Known as Canadian Shield, this
stunner is a made-in-Canada
repeat bloomer, and a more
fitting plant could not have
been selected to help Canadians
celebrate the 150th anniversary
of Confederation.
Few flowers are as rich in lore
and history as the rose, and few
are as highly prized. As natives of
the cooler parts of the northern
hemisphere, wild or species roses
were blooming on this continent
long before Columbus was
born. In fact, they are thought
to have evolved as long ago as
60 million years in Central Asia
before making their way to North
America, Europe and China.
The Canadian Shield rose
is Canadian-flag red in colour
and like the country itself, it has
a majestic beauty and yet it is
deceptively hardy, welcoming
freezing temperatures as well
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as searing heat. Developed by
the Vineland Research and
Innovation Centre in partnership
with the Canadian Nursery
Landscape Association, the
Canadian Shield rose is the
first of Vineland’s 49th Parallel
Collection to be released. If you
plant in May it will be ready for
the big day this summer.
Even if you are not partial
to roses, because of its lowmaintenance, versatility,
repeat-blooming characteristic,
disease-resistant hardiness and
over one-metre spread with full,
red flowers and glossy green
foliage, the Canadian Shield rose
is a natural for Canadian homes,
landscapes and gardens.
Visit 49throses.com/node/10
for a list of greenhouses,
nurseries and garden
stores that carry it.

Dig a hole twice the size of the container and to a depth
that is about twice the length of the plant from growth
node (the swelling from which the stems grow) to the end
of the roots.
Add enough moist compost, manure, or peat moss to
the hole so that when planted, the growth node is 2.5 cm
below the surface.
Remove the plant from the pot and spread the roots over
the new material in the hole. Add soil back around the
plant, making sure that the plant is upright and the hole is
completely filled. Lightly tamp the soil around the stems.
Empty a bucket of water around the base of the plant.

MAINTENANCE
Mulch roses (do not let mulch touch the stems) to help
hold moisture, add some nutrients, and prevent the
growth of weeds.
In early spring, cut out thin, damaged or weak shoots then
prune all stems by about half of their length.
Add fertilizer to the soil around roses in the spring and
water thoroughly after adding. One more feeding of
fertilizer may be added around mid-summer.
Water around the base of roses regularly during summer.
Snip dead flowers from rose bushes.
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